
The Nanovic Institute for European Studies at the University of Notre Dame announces an 
interdisciplinary graduate student conference on the history and literature of the British Isles 
in a European context from the Glorious Revolution to the twenty-first century.  

call for papers
From the Glorious Revolution to the European Union: 

Connections Between the British Isles and the Continent
An Interdisciplinary Graduate Student Conference at the University of Notre Dame

March 9-10, 2012
Notre Dame Conference Center - McKenna Hall

In light of the recent economic collapses in Ireland and Greece and their painful consequences across Europe, the clash 
between national sovereignty and interdependence within the European Union has recently become a widely contested 
topic, raising fundamental questions about the European project itself.  Although many contemporary pundits proclaim that 
this interdependence to be the result of the rise of the EU, historical and literary records indicate that this is not the case.  We 
find instead that people, goods, information, ideas, and beliefs have traveled between the British Isles and the Continent for 
centuries.  The aim of this conference is to focus on the relationships between the four nations of the British Isles and the rest 
of Europe in order to examine the nature of those connections and to track the changes and continuities over time.  This central 
concern has many implications we would seek to tease out in our program, including questions of how national identity is 
reconciled with European identity, the potential associations between revolutions (the Glorious, French, Industrial, etc.) across 
time and space, the effects of European conflicts on the connections between the nations, and the role of empire-building 
and the impact of resulting rivalries between nations on their relationships. To fully engage these issues, we will even need to 
question how we define sovereignty itself.

The conference will take place at McKenna Hall at the University of Notre Dame on Friday, March 9 and Saturday, March 10, 
2012.  Papers from history and literature departments are especially encouraged.  The authors of all accepted papers will be 
fully compensated for lodging for two nights and will receive a travel subvention of $100.  All contributions should be 
submitted on britishislesandthecontinent.com by November 1, 2011 and include a 250-word abstract and curriculum vitae.

PANElS WIll lIKEly INClUDE THE FolloWING ToPICS:

•	 The British Isles and European Modernisms      
•	 Religion and the State               
•	 Diplomacy /International Relations in a European Context
•	 Intellectual Exchange                    
•	 Material and Popular Culture
•	 Diaspora                        
•	 literature and Music
•	 Gender/Sexuality across national boundaries
•	 Inter-cultural Representations

AbstrActs due November 1, 2011

Sponsored by the Nanovic Institute for European Studies, 
with additional support from the Graduate School,  
the Keough-Naughton Institute of Irish Studies,  
and the Department of English.

SPEAKERS INClUDE:

ToNy ClAyDoN, PRoFESSoR oF EARly MoDERN HISToRy 
BANGoR UNIvERSITy

HUGH MClEoD, EMERITUS PRoFESSoR oF CHURCH HISToRy 
UNIvERSITy oF BIRMINGHAM

NICHolAS GRENE, PRoFESSoR oF ENGlISH lITERATURE 
 TRINITy CollEGE DUBlIN

RoBERT SUllIvAN, PRoFESSoR oF HISToRy 
UNIvERSITy oF NoTRE DAME        

SUSAN CANNoN HARRIS, ASSoCIATE PRoFESSoR oF ENGlISH 
UNIvERSITy oF NoTRE DAME 


